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Hawing a good Conſcience; that whereas they ſpeak evil 
of you, as of evil doers, they may be aſhamed that 
falſly accuſe your good Converſation in Chriſt. 


HE tft Lord's Day I made the former Verſe of this: Chapter 

the SubjeQt of what I then. ſaid in this Place; which I ſhalt 

not repeat: only let me put you in mind, that I told you who 

were then preſent, That it was the Duty of every one who pro- 
feſſeth himſelf to-be a Chriſtian, to be ready to give to every Man that 
asketh him, a Reaſon of the Hope-that is in him. Under which Ternp 
[. Hope by a Synecdoche of a part for the whole, is comprehended and: 
underſtood. our whole Faith and Religion, and all our religious Adti- 
ens and: Performances ; for all which, as we ought to he able to give 
a Reaſon or Ground why we fo believe, hope, a&, and why we ſo: 
profeſs, to our own Hearts and Conſciences-; ſo we ought alfo-to be- 
able and ready to give the like Reaſon or Ground of the ſame to others: 
that ask it of us, ( which yet ſufters ſome Limitation that I ſhalb nov 
now repeat) to the end, that by the fame, they may be convinced to: 
embrace the ſame way with us, as God is pleafed to make us inſtru- 
mental, by the Operation of his Holy _ to. produce that effeQ,, 
or at leaft to put to filence their unjuſt Clamours againſt us. 

But the chief thing:is, with good Reaſon, to be perſuaded in our own: 
Conſciences, that what we ſo believe, hope, or aQt, is true and right;. 
is. approved in the fight of God; and in that we ſhall have Peace. 

In the opening of the Words of this 15th Verſe, TG to anſwer 
theſe three Queſtions; I. What Conſcience is. IL. What a gogg: Con-- 
ſcience is, and how a. good, Conſcience is diſtinguiſhed from an evit. 
Conſcience. IH. What the Rule of a good Caypience is,. according, 
to which it ought to be direQted and guided. 

To the firſt, I anſwer ; Conſcierte is that Power or Faculty. of our. 
reaſonable Soul or Mind, that can and doth reflect on our Thoughts, 
Words, and Deeds, both preſent and paſt, ſo as to. judge and deter- 
mine concerning them, whether they be really or YH—_— right. os. 
vxzong, good. or evil, juſtifiable or ” 7" IR ence,. Rom..2. 5 
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the Conſcience of the Heathen, or Gentiles, is ſaid ro bear witneſs, 


' and their thoughts the mean while to accuſe or excuſe one another, 


To the ſecond, I anſwer; There are ſeveral things altogether neceſ- 
fary to denominate a Man's Conſcience.to be good. 

I. It muſt be an enlightned Conſcience, with a good meaſure of 
true Knowledge, whereby to know what is right and good, or wrong 
and.evil. An ignorant Conſcience cannot be good. 


2. The Obedience of the Heart and Will of Man to what he. is con- 


vinc'd of his Duty either to be beliey'd or praftis'd, is neceſſary to de- 


nominate the Conſcience to be a good Conſcience: for thongh true 


Conviction and Knowledge are neceſſary, yet that alone, without Obe- 
dience, is not ſufficient ro denominate the Conſcience to be good; evert. 
though the Knowledge and ConviCttion come from the Spirit of God, 


there muſt be a Conſent and Harmony betwixt the Underſtanding and 


the Will to conſtitute and denominate the Conſcience to be good. 
3. The Conſcience that is purged and juſtified by the Blood of Chriſt, - 
even the Blood of his Croſs, that was outwardly ſhed, :#brough Faith. 
1n that Blood, Rom. 3. 25. and where the Heart and Conſcience, and 
whole Soul and Body, is ſanQtified by the Spirit of God, and the in- 
ward work of Regeneration is known by the Spirit of God, the Con= 
ſcience only of ſuch a Man is a good Conſcience; I ſay, that the Con- 
ſcience muſt be. purged by the Blood of Chriſt, that it may be good. 
See Heb. 9. 13, 14. For if the blood of Butls and of Goats, and the afhes 
of an Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, fantifieth to the purifying of the 
Heſh , bow much more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal 
=_ offered himſelf without Spot to God, purge your Conſcience from 
ead works, to = the lroing God. And the Faith which is in the 
Blood of Chrift, Roz. 3. 25. is wrought in.us, and generally in all who 
have it, by means of the zwrittez Word, thar is to fay, by the DoQtrine 
of Chriſt crucified, and the ſpiricual Bleſſings we. bave by him, as it is 
preached to us; for, as the Scripture ſaith, Fazth comes by Heoring, 
and Hearing by the Word, end that Word %s the outward Word, as it 3s 
in thegmnouth of the Preachers; as it. followeth in Rowr. 10. 14. Axd 


bow ſhall they bear without a Preacher, and how ſhall they preach wn 


leſs they be ſent? e the Word, even the doctrinal Word, is called 
the incorruptible SA, of which true Beticvers are regenerated and born 
again, according to 1 Pet. 1. 23. Ad Chriſt, in the Parable, compar'd 
his Preaching to the People zo the. Has bundman that foweth his ſeed ox 
the ſeveral forts of ground, Matth. 13. 3. | 

There are a great * many, who think they have a good 


"$66 
—_ .Conſcience, .bur they have no. need of 16/5. Blaod of Chrift, 
| Nor 
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nor-of Faith in it ; they will have rheOlzed of their Faith only within 
them ; they find no need of having. the Conſcience ſpri by the 
Blood of Chrift without them ; nay, they argne againlt it, as an im-- 
poſhible Notion, not conſidering that this Sprinkling is ſpiritually by 
Faith, and not by any material Application. Alſo they have a —_— 
Norion of Faith; they think they have no need of the twr1tten Word, 
or any 04ward Means or Helps, to have this Faith wrought in them : 
The Spirit or Light within, alone, doth all, the Light within them is 


Suffcient to Salvation, without any thing elſe; tbe Light within them 


& whole Chrift, Gol and Man, Fleſh, and Spirit, and Bone. They 
need no Chriſt withour them, nor no written Word without them 
they can Preach, Pray, Believe, without Book, without all outward 
Helps ; they n-:d no Crutches, as ſome argue againſt Forms of Prayer, 
and call them Crutches tro lame Perſons, which whole and ſound Men 
need not. So others make no moxze' of the writren Word, the whole 
Doctrine of the -Goſpel, as outwardly delivered us in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, but as Crutches which they have no need of at all. 

They will not allow of any written Word at all, or any outward 
Word ; they ask where we find a written Word in Scripture ? I tell 


them, I find it in Fobx 15. 25. where Chriſt calleth a ſhort Sentence 


that he quoted out of a Pfalm of Daved, 5 Aiy& 5 piyeruuir®, i. 6. 
that written Word. They fay, they call the Scripture what it calleth 
it ſelf; to wit, a Treatiſe\, for which they quote AZs 1. 1. the for- 
mer Treatiſe ;, but had they underſtood or conſulted the Greek, they 
would have fonnd it, v3» #y57o abyo, i. e. the former Word, whereby- 
he underſtands the whole Book of the Goſpel according to St. Lye. 
Now as to the diſtinftion betwixt a good and evil Conſcience, of 
which alfo the Scripture ſpeaks. 1. An evil Conſcience is an igno-- 
rant Conſcience- 2. Unfaithfulneſs, and Diſobedince ro what a Man 
5 convinced of, renders the Confeience to be evil. 3. Unbelief, and. 


wan of Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, makes the Conſcience evil. 
4- Not to follow the diQtates of Conſcience, even when it errs, is an: 


evidence of an evil Conſcience. Here that Axiom rakes place, Con- 
Seiemia errans ligat ſed non obligat, an erring Conſcience ties but doth 
not oblige ; it is a great pinch and firait : He YWt follows not-an 
erring Conſcience ſinaeth, becauſe he aQts not in Faith, and what 5 not 


of faith 38 ſin; and when he followeth his erring Conſcience he- 
Emerh. This is no new DoQrine, however polity it may {0 ſeem to 


ſome here ; it is that which every Caſuift doth commonly teach : I 


will iltuſtrate it to you by a Similitude rhat ſome have given. If a 
Saudjet be deceined by a counterieit Meſlenges from his —_ 
T1083: 
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brings a counterfeit Meſſage from the King, ſealed with 2 counterfere 
Seal, and he'thinks it to be real, this Subjett ſufficiently ſhews his diſ- 
reſpect and diſloyalty to his Prince, if he refuſe to obey it ; the appli- 


_ cation-is eafte. IF any obje&t, that as ContradiQories cannot be both 


true or both falſe, bur the 6ne true and the other falſe ; ſo, if to fol- 
low an erring Conſcience be a fin, not to follow it is no fin, being Con- 
tradictory: Bur I anſwer, they are not ContradiQory, for they are 
both affirmative Propofitions : He that followerh an erring Conſcience 
inneth, this is affirmative; He. that followeth not an erring Conſcs- 
ence ſinxeth, this is alfo affirmative. But the way to get out of this 
ew is to get a well-informed Conſcience, and to get rid of thoſe 
Errours of Conſcience, which prejudice of Education by evil Teachers 
hasled them into ; read the Holy Scriptures, fearch, meditate, pray 
God to give you a good Underſtanding, and let you ſee your Errours; 
confer with ſuch whom you have good cauſe to efteem both more ho- 
ly and more wiſe and underſtanding than your ſelves. | : 

To the third and laſt, what the Rule of Conſcienceis, according to 
which it muſt bedireQted and guided, that ſo it may be denominated a 
good Conſcience. | ; | "eV; 

E anfryer : We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt an inadequate or incomplete 
Rule of Conſcience, and that which is adequate and complete. The 
Law writ in the Heart of every Man, is an incomplete -Rule- to- a 
Man's Conſcience, obliging every Chriſtian to obey it, ſo that whoſo- 
ever tranſgrefieth againſt it, is guilty of hainous fin; and this Law 
extendeth 'in ſome degree to moit of all, 'yea in ſome ſort to all the 
ten Precepts of the Moral Law ; but our higheſt Obedience to that 
Law and Rule, cannot denominate the Conſcience good, or give true 
peace of Conſcience, or heal the wound of it thar' fin hath given ; 
for all have ſinned and faln ſhort of the Glory of God ; and whatſoever 
the Law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the -Law, that every 
enouth may be flopped, and the whole world become guilty before God, 
The beſt of our Obedience cannot make. atonement tor our fins; nay, 
not for one fin, not the leaſt fin ; it is only the Lamb of God, as he 
was Nain for us, that takes away our ſrns, as we have fanh in him, his 
Blood cleanſeth om al fin, and the Merit and Value of it hath pre 
cured to us the Giit of the Holy Spirit, ro ſanCtifie us ;_ and therefore 
we owe both our Juſtification and SanCtification to the Lamb of God, 
and to his moſt precious Blood ; tor by our Juſtification we are cleanſed 
from the guilr of {in, and by our SanCtification from the filth of ir. 

And though Faith and Repentance are neceſlary conditions and qua- 
Jifications to our obtaining Remiſſion of ſin, Juſtification and _— 
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Salvation, yet they are 1187 In any wiſe the meritorious Caulk theteeF;, 
bur Chrif alone, by what he hath done and ſaffered for us:' Holineſs, 
and our Obedience ts God's Laws and Precepts, both as writ without 
in the Holy Scriptures, and as writ within' in our Hearts, is indiſpenfi- 
bly neceſſary to our eternal Salvation; but we muſt not reſt nor rely 
upon it, even when it is-wrought in us by the help of the Holy Spiritz 
ir muſt not be the foundation or ground of our Fafth, and hope for re- 
miſſon of Sins, and eternal Salvation, Either in whole or in part ; bur 
our reliance muſt be alone 6n the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both God and 
Man, as he died for us, Ec. and 6n the Mercy of God through him, 
apprehended by Faith. | 

Now the kyo e of this in God's ordinary way is given to us, 
and all who have it, by rhe inward Illumination and Operation-of the 
Holy Spirit, in the uſe of the written Word, as it is preached and heard 
by us, ot read and medicated upon, We feeling the working of the Spt- 
#11 of Chrift, to mercifit the morks of 1h2 fleſh, and the earthly members; 
und ro draw up dur mind to bigh and heavenly things, as the xyth Ar- 
ticle of the Church of £agferd plainly expreficth. | 
The complete aud equate Rule therefore of our Faith and PraQics 
is the whole revealed Will of God, as it is declared unto: ns in the 


'Hely Scriptures; the Laws and Precepts whereof are of a far greatet 


extent than tho writ in every Man's heart, without aM Scripture 
Rovelation,- af antgredent to it: as Dawrd Raid, 1 have ſeen an tnd-of 
«ll perfſeftzn, bit thy Commendneit 7s exceeding bror1; that is, the 
whole complex'br body of the Divine Laws given us by God-and Chrift; 
x5 they ate containtd in the Holy Scriptures, for Dodrine, for-Corre- 
Hon, for Infiruttion, &9. - | | 

[t is thetefore & grear 2nd danger6us Errour in them who hold 7 as 
fiiatly/do ia theſe Nations) that the Light within, and what it diQtgres 
In every Man, is the full 2nd-entire, complete and perfett Rule of af 
Faith and Praftice; and nething is abſolutely nectful ro our Salvation, 
but what that Light within teacheth us and all Mankind, or will tezck 
us if we heafken co it, and obey it, withoar all Scriprure, and all our- 
ward means of Inftruttion; and yet rhe uemoſt-extent that this Light 
within goerk' to rexclt Men withont Scripture, ail withour the ſpecial 
INimiaation and Operation of the Spitir no 7 ir Tor Scriprure's 
Temirmeny, is no more than the Righteouſneſs of the Moral Eaw, ani 
Terins of the firſt Covenant, Do ard Live : which Coveaant' we have 
all rranfgrefſed, and therefore cannot be faved by the Terms of it. But 
Ged in his great Mercy has given us'2- better Covenant, the Covenant 5 
Grace and e, in and through the Knowledge and Faith of | | 
Chtxift, 25 he-is the Word made het God incarnate, 2 TamneW 
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preaching of the Goſpel. ' 
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which-are, gevile-andieaſies:and:; full; of Confolation,'God therbhy !de- 
chring! that he, wel; #ardan- the: Yins of all that Prion 
truly believe the Goſpel of-Chriſt, and-ſincerely reſolye and endeavour 
ro keep. his Commands, .and-'give to them cternal Life ,' the which 
Terras. God has graciouſly promiſed to help every one of. us to per- 
form, by the Offer and Gift of his Holy Spirit, as it accompanies the 
the Covenant of Grace; the Light; as:it;is 
an univerſal Principle in all Men, by whatſoever Name they- will call 
it, or whatſoever Worth they will alcribe to it, both Scripture and com- 
mon Experience doth 'tell us, doth not teach them. He ſhewerh hy 
lord unto Facob. bis Statutes and pe] ig ny amo Iſrael. He hath 
zot dealt. ſo with, any Nation ;, and as jor bis Fudgments, ibey hive inot 


Bur theſe new Tezms of 


Ezown them, Pal. 147: 19, 29.” ; 


The Jews had this Advantage, over the Heathen. World; that-y-0 
them were commuted the Oracles of God, Rom. 34.2, the exceeding great 
and precorrs Promiſes,'2 Pet. 1. 4. which the Heathen World,.co whom 
the Goſpel was nor preach'd, ,had not : . and'wechaye. that. Advantage 
now that the Jews then had. . But, the. Gemiles, being withoug [the 
Goſpel, are ſaid to: be without God. and Chriſt inithe World; Epbef. 
2.12. 2.2. without an Intereſt in God and Chrift, and without Hope; 
Aliens aud Strangers to the Commonwealth of 1/7ae/: - The higheſt 
Afts. of Obedience to any Light within us, without the Goſpel, and 
viithout Faith in Chrift crucified and. rais'd again, do. not denominate 
us..the Children of. God, nor, prove us to have-any Jult Title.or Claim 
to the eternal Inheritance; fox whoſoever axe the Children of God, they 
are ſo by Kuith in eſis Chriſt, as the Scripture expreſly declareth, Ga/. 
3. 26. And the Goſpel-requireth, that to, obrain Salvation, we muſt 
conteſs with our Mouths, and believe with our Hearts;-that:God hath 
raifed Chriſt: from the dead, Row. 10.18, 9. even him who, died for ous 
Sins, who. was delivered for our Offences, and roſe again for our Juſti- 
fication. . Bur tbe Light within, as it is an univerſal Principle, teacherh 
not Men theſe things, theſe great Myſteries of our Salvation, theſe lively 
Oracles, theſe great and precious Promiſes, nos. rheſe great Fundamentals 
of the Chriſtian R: Uigion, luch as the Doing pr the Holy Trinity, the 
Incarnation of the ord, the pertett Atonemeyt-and SatisfaCtion -that 
Chriſt bath made to the divine Juſtice and Law tor our Sins by his bloo- 
dy. Pafſtion and Death, his Aſcenſion, and Exaltation, and Mediation for 
us-at the right hand of God in the glorified Nature of Man, conſiſting 
of a glorified Soul and Body, and that, he -js:to be the Judge of the 
Quick and the Dead. | Alſo there are.divers poſitive Laws and Precepts 
of the Goſpel, that zhe Light within, as it is an univerial DO 
i .- teacheth 
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teacheth; ps nothing .of;; The Knowledge and Faith of atl-theſgithiogs 
are given: 5 by the written. ron poroguct and zead outwatdly, and by. 
ſ] I umination of : the Holy-Spirit inwardly working in us a 
firm Perſuafton and Faith of them, giving us 2 ſavoury underſtanding 
and reliſh , of them, and great Joy and Conſolation through hope by 
. the, Knowledge and Faith of them. . . -- nach y:: X 
-It proceeds, fram great Ignorance and Errour inmany, that they will 
>t allow.any, real diftinftion betwixt the common Ilumination given to 
all Mankind, and the /pecial Iuminetion given to Believers in the cru- 
cified Jeſus : Some will allow a diſtin&tion in degree, but not in kind 
or /pecie; but, I fay, they differ in &:7d or ſpecie, (though both come 
from . one: and-the ſame Fountain, the. Father of Lights, trom whom 
aJl gogd . Gifts. low, both natural, and fpicitual, and ſupernatural 
becauſe they diſcover differing Objets, z. e. differing Truths, by way 
of Object, that. differ from theſe few Truths diſcovered by the com- 

mon \YeFome by ſpecifically. or in kind ; for whatever Truth or 
Truths the common IMuminarion diſcovers-to Heathens of the Being, 
and Power, , aud; Providence of God, az Creator, and the Duty. of Man: 
kind to.him as ſach, the _holy Scriptures without, and the ſpecial 1lu-. 
mination: of the holy Spirit within, diſcovers far other and greater 
Myſteries of Truth, in- the ineſtimable Love of God by the Redempti- 
an, of the World through Jeſus Chrift, and the Duty that we owe to 
God and Chriſt thereby. in the Belief of his Word and Promiſes, the 
Obedience to. his Commands, and eſpecially all and every of them gi- 
. ven under. the New.'Teſtament, as. that of [Baptiſm and the Supper, 
Obedience and SubjeQion to Chriſt's Open, and Diſcipline he 
has eſtabliſhed in his Church, and to all whom he has ſet up to have 
the Rule over us, in his'Houſe and Church. | 
But whereas they plead for the Sufficiency of. the Lizht within, and 
its Dittates, without the means of Scripture, aud all outward teaching; 
to qualifie Mew to be Chriftians and Saints, and Heirs cf eternal Salva- 
tion, from. Zerem. 31. 33.- where God promiſed to put his Law in the 
inward parts, making the Law writ or. put:in-the heart, Zerem. 31. 32, 
to be: the ſame, and-of the ſame. extent, and the lame manner of, heart, 
and manner of writing, with thar' ln Rom. 2. 15. This is a miſerable 
Miſtake, and a very groſs. and miſchievous Erronr., Thatin Zerem. 31. 
33. reſpets the People and Church of God:; -but that in Roe. 2. 15. 
reſpects the Heathen World. Ex ns He 6A ll 
he Law writ -in the hearts of the Heathen World, teaching the 
moral Duties, of Temperance, Juſtice, and general Picty towards God 
as Creator, is, I grant, without the Cans or help; of Scripture, and 
2 | ante- 
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4ntecedent to it; but id is nor the Law or: Laws of Gol wiik fn the 


Hearts of Beliovers; whether Jews or Gentiles; who believe in the tru- 


cified Jeſus, peculiar ro. the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, -as' Obedience ro- 


" the Faith of the Goſpel, and to the poſitive Ordinances and Infticutions 


of Chrift, of Baptiſm and the Supper, and others afsrefaid ; theſe Laws 


are not writ in our hearts without Scripture, nor antecedent to. Seri 


ture, but poſterior to Scripture, and by means of ' Scripture.” Theſe 
poſrrive and peculiar Laws of the Goſpel, writ in the hearts of true Be- 
tevers, 2nd. deeply. printed and engraven in them, are noe other than 
the Copy or Franfcript of the Laws outwardly writ of printed in the 
holy Scriptures, which come to: be tranſcribed into our hearts by what. 
we daily and frequentdy hear preached to ns, and read out of the holy 
Scriptures z and whet' we read our felves out 'of them, the Spirit of 


God working with our Induſtry and Labour, in our hearing, and read- 


ing, and welt pondering and meditating.what we hear or read, cauſing: 
it to take deep and living Imprefhon on our hearts, and making our 


| hearts that were Rlony before, now to be ſoft and. tender to receive thar 


Impreffion, and yer {6 ſolid; firm, and tenacious as to retain it, being 
as a-Nail fixt in aim place by the Maſters of ou, yon. by ene. 
Shepherd, Ecc/e/. 1:2. Fr. But fo. is. nor the heart of Unbelievers or- 
Heathen Gentiles, whoſe heart is-2 heart of ſtone; but the heart of 
every ſincere Believer is a heart of flath, according to Ezeh. 12. 19. 
and 36. 26, 27. compared with. 2-Cor. 3. 3. But, fay ſome, cannot the 
Spirit-reach us without Book, even withont the Scripture > Thus ſome- 
argue for the ſufficiency- of the Light: withize, without any thing: elfe.. 
Eanſwer : and {v-can an able Schoolmaſter teach: his Scholars without 
Book, bue they cannot well leaxn without Book. As the: Maſter con- 
deſcendeth to. the weak capacity of his Scholars. to teach them by 


| Books, ſo-dorh. the Spixit condeſcend. to our weak capacity, to teach us. 


by the written Word, : 
Now as. concerning the peculiar [—_ Eaws of the Gofpel under: 
the New Teftamem, and.the Goſpel Precepts; fome of them are. great-. 
er, and ſome letler, bur all highly valuable and. profnable. - The greater. 
xe fuch; that Obedience to.them: is of abſolute and _—_ ble ne-. 
ceffity to. our Salvation; as, to. believe in Chrif, and to love. Chriſt, 
2nd: to rejoyce-in Chriſt, whom- yet we have neither outwardly. heard 
nos ſeen, according. t0-1- Per. 1. 8. and Fehr: 20: 29. Bleffed are they. 
#Þat. have not. feen, and yet have believed: Tie lefles are fach: thar 
are not of that abſolute and indiſpenfible neceffity to Salvation in- 
ſome: caſes; thought ftill generally neceffary to Salvation;. as, Water- 
Bptiſea and. the. Lord's Supper, It would be. too uncharitable_in us,. 
$00 , mn. 


- w conefade that of 


_ FE 13 : 
i& not, he thar is | | 


eth.not ſhall be damned. Our moſt merciful and gracious Lord knew 
well, that by ſome unavoidable Providences me coylt neither rogeive 
Baptifin nor the Supper, how much ſever they deſrred ie, T 
vented by Dezth, betves they cont ae them adminifire+ ro-thens = 
it which cafe all good Cafuifts and Diyines fay Forum Baprifori, t. e, 
The Dzfire of Baprtifm; and the WillingneS of the Mind to tubje& to 
it as the Ordinance. of Chriſt, is equivalent to Baprifin it ſelf: And! 
the like may be faid of the Lord's Supper. - = 
But what fhall we fay ar think of many in our day and-time, who 
may have it, and& yet thraugh wofut Ignorance 20d Errour, being detu-- 
ad by falſe Teachers, and prejudice of Education, or otherwiſe 'dark- 
ned and: blinded in their Minds, refufe and rejett it; not only break 
theſe two precious Commands of Chriſt, bur tezch Men fo-to do: Andi 
many haxe lived and died in awry mronges wo ——_— 
without ary fign ef Repentance, being nerd by _ T J 
t 


to believe =_ are no Commands of Chriſt. to-my Grie 
and. Shame, that 1 have been fo m— them; I thaok my 
gracious: God that has fpared and prolonged my —_— untit he: 


was pleaſed to farther enlighten me, and give me tg: Ke my greax Er-- 
rour, and renounce it, as-I have done, and now w- PR that. which: 
t formerly rejefted. But ' to: anfiver direQty ro- the Queſtion, what 
other or better Anſwer can I give than the words. of onr Saviour him-- 
felf, Mar. 5. 19. Whoſoeuer ſhall break one of theſe leaſt Commandnents,. 


and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Some, pnd - it fo; that he ſhall have no plgce-in the: 


Kingdom of Heavens which is-trug, if he live and die in wilfot Igno- 
rance and Diſobedience: hut I wilt not be fo uncharitable; as to think- 


| fo, of many. who have in ſome meaſure in Faithfulneſs held the Funda-- 


mentals.of Chpltttaniny, and have fincerely endeavoured-to- obey ſuch of 
the greater Commands-of Chrift, that they are periſhed ,. but, on. the: 
contrary, I have the charity to-them, and fo I hope and defire that ye- 
may have the fame, that God has in mercy received them, and has not. 
excluded them. from rhe Kingdom of Heaven, notwitliftandiag they 
have lived and died not only m. the difuſe of fome: of Chriſt's Gom-- 
mands, ſuch. as Baptifm-and- the Supper, ' but haye: even contiqued: in: 
the oppoſition of them to the lat moment, not through any wilful Ig-- 
norance, but by being impoſed upon dy the high-Pretences of their falſe - 
Teachers, whom, they-efteemed: to-be. Prophers: Lot I think, —_ : 

| ch 


— 


+ 'W: 
oÞ chagityg l+may day, thas 
| \chels. a any of. the le 
l-have a leffer, degree of Glory in t 
thenmik: they ſhould have had. oo oo 
 kaays now, done.with what I had. to ſay,in anſwer to. theſe weighty 


SO REN 


F Il # \oply.. obſerve, one Partjqular from, the-,words of, the 


| * Texhy's [54th Ds meds vet fy vali co! adi vii fone 
|! hat it hath .oft beeny and; is the. Lot of good Men, having a*good 
Conſcience, to be wrongfully Judged, ae ments and fallly accu- 
ounds with Examp 
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wat 
told: them-Iwas a Chriſtian, and a Member of the Catholick Church 


If of Chriſt, and.have great charity for all the fincere that hold the Head 


they. would inſult, and ſought. to trafnple me. under their 
cet, bur Godt ſupported xuls, Es $012 OO Net 


- & 


w 4 owv { ; vn 8 . « _ : . "—_ of 44 5 @ £ > 
6 ro be forthe Church of England, any bave joyn'd in” 
| her, they da_ as much reproach.and 


I 


cerned, what my-Adverlaries, ox any other. jgyprant. p ſhall, ſay 
of me.. I am: comforted. with :the, wards:-.ot” our Ble oxd- to. his 


A NE SHS EttiTaGt 


" *® 
{ a5 ] 

greatly cſupparted arid-ſtretgriencd..tne;160pabak antTeltifielt againl 
ah&invite Errours; antehis 5 ulbrieicquſerofirhets Hamel) 260) - 
and-yheat God has beeb plaifed ro bleſs and-proiher Mins 2ih try urs 
veith!fome Succeſs; : ſo that: both: in! Amerricd-mat:y; and here 11 Eng 
{end, hoth in City: and:Gountry,) divers: have-come trom-Quakezilin and 
gone over to the Church of Kng/and : with me; yea, divers have pre- 
ventedine,:and gonalbeforecme;; 2nd-divefs hevz; h hope, will go-along 
with me. I alſo remember-whar Ciriſt-laid;:r76bx 16. 2.-- Lhe tine 
edneth, that whoſoever killetbtyox,1014);thiofkiphat- be doth God Service. 
Perſecutors: commonly follow an-erting.Conſeiencez few Perſecntors, 
and be ſure they are of the worlt fort chat knowingly and wiltully per- 
ſecute the Servants of God. 907 :cils one 4 endel, | 

- Haying thus far proceeded, according: to the. DoQrine T-mentioned at 
the beginning«of-this Difcoutfes:on'the foregoing Vere, 1 Per. 2-15. 


I think ir my Duty, and a weighty Concern;lyerh upon me, to give to, 


this Auditory the Reaſor of the Hope. that is in me, of my. Faich and, 
Perſuaſion in this very particular, Why LI have joined in- Communion, 
with,the Church of &ng/and,: although! retain Charity: to: all rhe: ho-. 
neſt-hearted of ocher: Communious,: oping thax, 3n-God's due time, ;the, 
more \Sincere wilb follow my; Example-; and that: God will make all 
the Sincere, to. be not only of one Faith,.Cas many at preſent are ) but 
of one. Way and PraQtice, and Uniformity, Worſhip, and Church Dilſci- 


' Pline; ſo:as with: one mouth; and; one; heart ,and mind, ro Alorific 


God, Rom. 15,16. This will be.a- Joytal, Day; -which 1 hope. 
many here, and elſewhere, pray for. ..YVhy then-will.ye not help-ir fors 
ward by- your good Examples, laying bes. ard: inſufficient 
Scruples, which upon due Examination, 'wHll be found -withoucr juſt, 
ground ? And why find ye fault with thoſe that begin ro. give you: 


' good Example? Though this Change' of mine is.nor 1o,great as ſome, 


imagine, I'was never io uncharitable as Ifnd ſome-are zthough I granc,, 
I have been too uncharitable, which I have retrated': i Thaveibeen for 
a conſiderable time very charicable to all ſober and religious Proteſtants, 
of all: forts, and have ofc in ſecret, bewail'd their Oppoſition one to a- 
nother, [perceiving that in great part it came more from Prejudice of 
Judgment and Educatipn than any juſt Caule. 1 date not.my Conver- 
lion ro Chaiſtianicy from this Change, nay, nor, from my firſt turning 
to the Quakers. My gracious God began early to deal with me, and! 
turn'd my Heart towards him. 1 was well inſtituted in the Fundamen- 
tals of Chriftianity, by the good Education had, ( tor which I praiſ> 
God;:). before & knew the Quakers;g-1aad though in too-ma:y. things L 
was milled by them, being deceived by: theig high pretences to Pertccti- 
7 . on. 


Ret oe In 


TE 
Gf; oregon, which they have ttecdivoit mafty aewell 
2 me, yet I ret pre oct mera of Chriflie- 
nity, and did conſtatnly the Game, whith 1 can ſiificiently prove 
both by my pritited Books from time ro time, and divers Maouſtripts; 
and from my Childhood to this day, God has if mercy preſerved m> 
from all ſcandalous Converſarion and PraQice z whereof fome of 
Credit are ready od. oe a Teſtimony, who haves known me for Four- 
ty ſix Years pall, 3nd my manner of Converfation. Ex 2975 

- T arn the more Toticemed ro give the reaſon of my ſaid Change, chiefly 
for the ſake of forme of my good Friends here preſent, who th h. 
the Blefling of God have been by me, as 2n inftrument, brought 

from the Quakers Errours, that were _ to the Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity, yet have ſome termaining Sctuples that at preſent Hinder 
them from ſd cordial a joining with the Church of E:44and, and ſeen 
£0 be concetiied with my joining with her, which I hope Gol in due 
time will remove; and fo fat as is poſſible for me, I will endeavour, 
4s his inftrumenr, to be affiſting ro them, as alſd for the more con- 


to filence the unjuſt Clantonrs, and falſe Accuſations uf 'my 
peo dverfaries, and others —_ prejudiced againſt me, I 
defirons ts ler thr know that I have guod reaſon for what I have 
done, and have Red as a rational Chriſtian Man in my'i doing. _ - 
A chief Reaſon therefore which I offer is this : Suppoſe there were 
4 parity or equality in 21 other refpeQts berwixt the Diſſenters and the 
Church of England, 1 thean the more ſound and orthodox among them, 
2s in DoUtrine and-Worſhip, Sactaments and Church-Governmem, Dil 
cipline and Conſtitution of 'Memibers; yet this with me doth caft the 
Balance, arid I think oughr'to caft the Balance with any rational conſide- 
wr payne on that fuppoſitioh, the minoricy or leſſer number ſhould 
yidd to the majority or greater nutnber, and the younger ſhould yield 
to tlie elder, and the Davghtets'to the Mother. For, certain it is, that 
the Church of Exzland, as ſhe was in King Edward VL and Queen E!j- 
'Zobeth's time, and in Queen Mary's titne, was the Morber Proteſtant 
Chrnrch. The Diſfenters Forefathers had their Chriſtianity, Baptiſhn, 
and Chriftian Education - and Profeſſion in her Communion, were 
aurſed as it were in- her Aﬀtns,- and fackled ar her Breaſts; and the 
more: ſober of all Dillenrers will ſay, ſhe was a trve Church then, in 
all rhe main things of Religion. Now unleſs they can prove that ſhe 
is changed from what ſhe then was, either in DoCtrine, or —_— 
or Worſhip, ot Diſcipline, er Church-Government, in any materia 
thing, from better to worſe, which 1 think they cannot do, how can 
they juſtifie their Separation from her ® And 


E rent pice ſich who are cordially ready to join with me: Arm in the 
next Pac 


[ 17] 
And I think 1 may fafely add, that the wifer Men and ableſtin ſo- : 
lid Learning and Piety, and in the found Knowledge of the Scriptures 
to inſtru@ the Ignorant, and convince. or put to ſilence Oppoſers, to 
refute Antichriſtian and Popiſh Errors as well as all other old and tate ' 
Hereſfies are much more numerous. to be found in the Church of Enp- 
land. *And what ſolid Learning the ableſt of the Dilſſeaters have had, {5 
far as may be acquired by outward means, has been originally by means 
of Chureh of England Men. She hath been all along, and ſtill is the great- 
eſt Bulwark againſt Popery ( whereof ſhe hath given ſufficient Proof 
from time to time, witneſs the many elaborate and excellent Books and 
Tratts written by her Members) againſt Popery eſpecially, and other 
old and-new Herefkes, as Deiſm, Atheiſm, &c. yea, let the Libraries 
and Cloſets of the generality of the Diſſenters Miniſters be ſearched, 
who are-the more knowing and judicious, and of beſt repute among, 
them, either fer Piety or -Learning, and'it will be found, that they 
have: more' Books of Church 6f England Divines, and other forraign Di-. 
vines who own Communion with her, than of any others ? And yet for 
all this ſhall I be fo uncharitably judged, and my Friends who go along + 
with me, as a ſort of Apoſtates, and as baving bad Ends and Deſigns, 
and as ſome of them (1 hear) ſuggeſt againſt me, that I do it fora _ 
Living, I-pray God forgive their uncharitable Judgment, I neither was 
nor yet am ſo hard putto it for a worldly Living, as ſome imagine, and 
as others wiſh and defire, I mean of my Adverſaries among the Quakers, ' 
who have Prophecied of my -outward .as well as-inward Ruine, and 
longed to have their falſe Prophecies accompliſhed againſt me; but God 
hath ' hitherto diſappointed them, and preſerved me and mine «rom + 
Ruine both inwardly and outwardly, for which 1 bleſs his Name, and 
I hope he will preſerve me to the End. Why ſhould the ExpeRation. 
of aLiving incline me more to the Church of England, than to the Diſ- 
ſenters? Had -Ijoyned with them, I might have got a Living among 
them, perhaps-more plentiful by the Peoples Gratuities, than by a Set main- 
renance in the Church of England. | BE. 

Which laft way of living I think is the more Honourable ; and lefs 
obnoxious to many great Temptations 3 and every way as ſuitable to 
the Goſpel. 

I find that the Church of God in Scripture is compared to an Army, 
whoſe Captain is our bleſſed Lord -Jeſus Chriſt, called the Captain of 
our Salvation. Now ſuppoſe there were two Armies in the Field, the 
one very great and numerous, the other far leſs ia Number, as 
ſuppoſe the one Thirty thouſand, the other Ten, pray tell me, whether 
it is not more fate for us all, who are concerned in one common _ 

again 


_ _ 


a22ainſt the common Enemy, to keep within the Body of the Army, then 
in ſeveral Parties to ſtraggle and keep afunder from it, or Entrench by 
themſelves : The like is our preſent Caſe, both the Church of England, 
and a!l called Proteſtant Deſſenters, profeſs to be concerned in one com- 
mon Cauſe againſt Papi#s, Turks and Jews, Deifts and Athei&s, and 
others guilty of vile Hereſies in a Spiritual Warfare. Is it not therefore 
mare prudent and ſafe, to unite together in one Body of Chriſtian So- 
ciety and Communion againſt the common Enemy, that we may be the 
ſtronger ; eſpecially ſeeing the differences betwixt-the Church of Eng- 
lard and the more judicious and moderate of. the D:ſexters, are not in 
any Materials either of DoQrine or Worſhip, but the very ſame, as they 
have Confeſled ? Have not theſe Diviſions and Separations had bad Ef- 
fets, weakned the Proteſtant Intereſt, ſtrengthned the Papiſts, yea,. 


and Deiſts, and Atheiſts, and looſe and ſcandalous Perſons, who take 


occaſion to ſay, there is no true Religion on either fide, by obſerving 
the great Heats and Annimoſities, and bitter Prejudices of the differing 
Parties ? 

T will now come to anſwer what I think they will obje& mainly. 
againſt my Reaſon above given : They will tell us, that if the parity or 
equality on both Sides were the ſame, my Reaſon would be good ; but 
they will alledge there is a great diſparity and inequality, the Diſſen- 
ters having the Advantage, in ſeveral Particulars, as 1/t. in Do@trines, 
2dly. in manner of Worſhip, 3dly. Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
athly. Church Governments, which (ſay the Diſſenters) is more agree- 
able to Scripture among them, than in the Church of England. To 
every one of which I think to ſay ſomething, as briefly as I can. And 
Firſt, as to the Doarine, as touching the Articles of Faith ( the Qua- 
kers excepted) they profeſs to be one with the Church of England, 
and have ſigned, or profeſs themſelves willing to ſign to her Articles. 
Secondly, as to the manner of Worſhip, which the Diſſenters contend 
for, ſhould be wholly by an exrempore Gift of the Spirit, whereas the 
Church of En2land, though ſhe alloweth, that Miniſters before and af- 
ter Sermon may Pray ( without a Set Form, either read, or repeated 
from the bare Memory ) by uſing their ſantified Parts, and Gifts of 
Underſtanding, to Conceive Prayer by the Help of the Spirit, yet She 
is not only for the Lawfulneſs of Set. Forms of Prayer, compoſed by 
Pious Men of Spiritual Abilities, both ancient and late, but for the 
great Convenicncy and Profitableneſs of them, yea and Neceſlity of 
them in many reſpeRs, in the Publick Worſhip of God, leaving every 
one to their Chriſtian Freedom, whether to uſe or not uſe, Set Forms 
ig their Cloſet and Private Devotions. h 

But 


4 wi 
But to this I ſay, The moſt Pious as well as Judicious, whom the 
Diſſenters eſteem ſo, and repute as their Fathers ; and others that re- 


pute then not ſo, yet will allow that they were very holy and ſpiritual 
Men, have owned the Lawfulneſs of Set Forms of Prayer ; yea not only 


the Lawfulneſs, but the great Gonveniency and Neceſlity of them in the 


Publick Worſhip of God. Calvin, one of the moſt famous of the Pro- 


teſtant Reformers was for them, 
as I proved to you ſome time ago, 
out of his expreſs words, in his 
Letter to the ProteQor of England, 
Ep:/t.87. The Proteſtant Churches 


- abroad in Germany, Holland, Po- 


land, Sweden, Denmark, and France, 
from the beginning of the Refor- 
mation to this very day, have uſed 
Set Forms of Prayer and Thankſ- 
giving In their Publick Worſhip. 
And yet I think the Diſſenters 
here will not conclude, that their 


Quod ad formulam precum, (4c. Asto the 
Form of Prayers, and Ecclefiaſtical! Rites, 
[ Note ] that I greatly approve that it be 
certain ; from which it may not be lawful 
for Paſtors to depart in their FunRion, both 
to guard againſt the Simplicity and Unskil- 
fulneſs of ſome, and alſo, that the Conſent 
of all the Churches among themſelves.may 
bz more. certainly known. And laftly, ta 
Put a Check to the inſolent Liberty of ſome 
who aff:& certain Innovations. 
$o then it behoveth there be a 
Set [_ or fixed | Catechiſm, a Set Admini- 
niſtration of Sacrameats ; alſo a Set Form 
of Prayers, | 


Worſhip was wholly carnal dead, 
and without Life or Spirit, as many of them do now argue againſt the 
publick Prayers of the Church of E-g/and. The Life and Spirituality of 
Prayer doth not conſiſt in the Mode or Form of the words, whether 
Set or Extempore, ſay all ſound and judicious Chriſtians, but ia the Pu- 
Tity, and Fervour of the AﬀeCtions. | 
And therefore an Extempore Prayer may be very Formal,dead and dry, 
and a Prayer in a Set Form may be very lively, powerful, and effe&ual, 
as the experience of Thouſands daily confirm. And ſuppoſe the Diſ- 
ſenters would be ſo uncharitable to judge, that Calvs!'s Prayers at Gene- 
va in Set Forms, and Luther's in Wittenberg, and all the other Proteſtants 
Prayers in Set Forms, were barely Formal, -Cariial, Dead and Dry, 
and the bleſſed Proteſtants Prayers, who died Martyrs in Queen Mary's 
Reign that uſed Set Forms, yea many of theſe now in uſe ( which would 
be great uncharitableneſs. ) Will they dare to judge ſo of the publick 
Prayers of the Church of Chriſt, that were in Set Forms in the pureſt 
Times of Primitive Chriſtianity, from the days of the Apoſtles, in the 
Three Firſt Centuries, as is evident from Church Hiſtory, before Po- 
pery was heard of in the World? Or will they be ſo uncharitable to 
Cenſure the publick Prayers of the Jewiſh Church; in her beſt and pu- 
reſt Times, who had Set Forms of Worſhip ,- both for Prayer iand 
Thankſgiving: And that it was the conſtant-manner of the" Jewith 
C 2 Church, 
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Ghurck, to have a Part of the Publick Worſhip with the Prieſts, join- 


ing with them in Vocal Prayer with their Months and Lips. Both 
in Prayer and Thankſgiving is clear from many places of Scripture in 
the Old Teſtament, where no doubt their Aſſemblies, both in the Tem- 
ple, and Synagogues, conſiſted of a great mixture of good and bad; 
Sincere and Hypocritical; ſee Pal. 50.15, 16. This was ſpoken not 
to Prieſts only, but to the People ; and fas. 29. 13.. where the Lord 
blam'd not the People ſimply, for drawing near to God with their Mouth, 
and honouring him witb their Lips; but that while they did give him that 
outward Part of Worſhip, they had removed their Heart far from him, 


and gave him not the internal as well as the external Part .of Worſhip ; 
the internal being as the Soul, and the.external as the Body of. it. This 


clearly ſhews, what the manner of their Publick Worſhip then was, 
and that the People that: aſſembled did really Pray V.ocally with the 
Prieſts ; and that they did Offer unto God the Calves of their Lips, ac- 
cording to Hoſ.14.2. And in like manner, the Chriſtians in their Aſſem- 
blies are commanded to Offer up unto God the Fruit of their Lips, Zcb. 
13. 15. and though the Sacrifice of Praiſe is there only mentioned, yet 
no doubt Prayer is alſo underſtood, and is -as real a Duty for the People 
to praftiſe, as that of Praiſe ; and if. People may Sing with the Spizit, 
and yet uſe Set Forms, as they do-in Singing David's Plalms.in Publick 
Congregations. all of them, [ſome Anabaptiſts excepted ] why may 
they not Pray with the Spirit.in Set Forms ? If the Set Form quench 
not the Spirit .in Singing, why ſhould it be ſuppoſed to do it in Pray- 
ing ! | 
It is indeed one of the chiefeſt Reaſons that perſwade me, . that in the 
Publick Worſhip of God Set Forms are neceſſary, . becaufe the People 
ought to have a Part of the external Worſhip, as well as the interna], 
by Confeſſing, Preying, and- giving thanks in Common with their 
Mouths and Lips, as in believing in one Common Faith, with their 
Hearts, being a -holy Prieſthood unto God, 1 Pet. 2..5. | 

| And whereas they ſay, the Miniſters Mouth when.he-Prays, is the 
Peoples Mouth unto God in Publick Prayer... 

As this is allowed that ſometimesſo it is, but-to ſay it is always, and 
muſt be always ſo, is without ground ; yea,. is hurtful and prejudicial, 
for fo,as God is denied-that external Service from the People that is due 
tq hiv, . of. Adoration, the People 4s deprived of that which is. their 
Privitedge and a great Benefit unto them, to ſpeak unto God:by them- 
ſelves, ( and not by a Proxy always ) when they Pray. And if Prayer 
with the Mouth be a Duty in Private for all Chriſtian People, it is. 


no le a Duty, or rather much more, in Publick. _ 
| E 


| 
| 
l 


TT 0 
We are Commanded to Confeſs with the Mouth, as well as Believe 
with our Heart, to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith, the Greek 
word in both places ſignifies a joint Confeſſion, ſimul dicere, to ſay toge- 
ther. How ſhould we know one anothers Faith, that we hold it faſt, 
but by holding faſt the Profeſſion of it, in joining together in the Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies, Vocally and with word of Mouth, to Confeſs what we 
Believe, as we are Commanded, and as with one Mind, ſo with one 
Mouth to Glorifie God , Roms. 15. 6. This one Mind, is the Conſent and 
Harmony of many Minds; and therefore the one Mouth, is not one 
ſimple Mouth of the Miniſter, no more than it is one ſingle Mind of the 
Miniſter ; but the Conſent and Harmony of many Mouths, even of the 
whole Congregation. | 
| Thereisa greater Advantage and Benefit in Vocal Prayer by the Or- 
gans of Speech, when-duly performed both in Private and Publick, than 
many do well underſtand, and eſpecially in Publick ; both for their uwn 
good, and the good of others. Although our Prayers neither Vocal 
nor Mental, move God properly ſpeaking, yet they move our ſelves - 
and others.; and if the Spirit of God aſliſt in our Vocal Prayers, 
as we have caule to believe he doth ſo aſliſt all good Chriſtians, though 
not in that manner as he did the Prophets, that Motion - kindles aCele- 
ſtial-Fire both in our ſelves, and others that hear us; and if one Mouth 
ſo divinely moved kindles a little, many Mouths ſo moved will kindle a 
great deal. St. James tells.us,, the Tongues of wicked Men are ſet on the 
Fire of Hell ; and: that one Tongue us like a little Spark of Fire that kindles a 
$e# matter,. James 3.5. And why may not we as well conclude that the 
"ongues of Godly Men are enkindled with Fire from Heaven. Yea it 
ſtands with good reaſon, that Holy Angels who are preſent in the Aſs 
ſemblies of the Faithful, are moved with the Vocal Prayers and Praiſes: - 
of the Faithful in the Church, whereby they know our inward States and 
"Thoughts, as Men know our Thoughts by our Words, whea we ſincerely: 
expreſs them; for Angels know not our Thoughts immediately; but me- - 
diately either by audible words,or by ſome ſoft and gentle motion of our -. 
bodily Organs: of Speech : Alſo it ſtands with good reaſon from Scrip- 
ture Authority, that our bleſſed Mediatour Jeſus Chriſt, not as he is 
God, but as he is Man in our Nature, now in Heaven glorified, is really 
moved and affeted with the Prayers, both Mental and. Vocal, of the 
Faithful, Heb. 4. 15. We find in the Revelations, that after the fous- 
Living Creatures, z.e. the Body of the Church, had ſung together 
their Antheme, the Twenty Four Elders, z. e. the Governours, an-.-- 
ſwered with their Antiphone; and the Angels anſwered both with. 


theirs, Kev. 4. 8, 9, 10. compared with Rev. 5. from ver. 8.-t0 12.. 
Now- 
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Now if the People in the Publick Worſhip ſhould have a Part, join- 


- 


Ing in Vocal Frayer and Thankſgiving with the Miniſter, and anfiver- 


ing him, ſometimes by ſaying Amer, ſometimes by other fit and ſuit- 
able words, this muſt needs be in Set Forms that both are agreed in, 
and know beforehand, otherwiſe either the People muſt be tied to his 
Form, which however Extempore to him, and free, yet to them is a 
Limitation and Reſtriftion, as much and much leſs ſafe, than to be tied 
to a Form they had formerly known, and been acquainted with, or 
elſe we muſt ſuppoſe a Miracle to be wrought every time they Pray Vo- 
cally together, If every of them, or any two of them Pray extempore 
in the ſame Form of words, without receiving it the one from the 
other, 

To plead for uſing a new Form, or Method of words in Prayer 
every time that Men Pray, is as improper and impertinent as to plead, 
that every time we Eat we mult have a new Diſh or Platter, to Eat out 
of ; and every time we drink, we muſt have a new Cup to drink out of, 
and if every day, yea as oit every day as we Pray, we mult uſe a new 
extempore Form, we may as well plead every day, we mult ſeveral times 
each day, put on New Shoes, and New Apparel; which as it would be 
great waſte, fo would it be very uneaſie. The method of words in 
Prayer, whether extempore, or in a Set Form, Is as remote an Acci- 
dent to the ſubſtance of Prayer, either for Matter or Life, as a Diſh or 
a Platter 1s to the Meat put into it, or a Cup to the Drink that is in it; 
the ſame Meat may be as good as when put into another Diſh, and the 
Drink as good as in another Cup; and as ſeveral Habits of Garments 
may ſvit the ſame Perſon, ſo ſeveral Forms of Prayer, with reſpe& to 
the external Form, may ſuit the ſame Prayer, both as to Matter and 
Life. As Grace doth ſometimes cauſe a variety in our words of Prayer, 
when the Matter is the ſame, ſo meer humane Art can, and doth moſt 
frequently cauſe a variety ; for by meer humane Art, fix words can be 
varied ſome hundreds of times, and yet the matter remain the ſame } 
It is therefore a great miſtake in many who think, they- who pray in 
greateſt variety of words and modes of expreſſion, they Pray moſt by 
the Spirit, or with Grace ; for as it can be done by meer Art without 
Grace, fo it frequently is ſo done ; and thereby many are greatly de- 


. ceived, eſpecially when it is Varniſhed with great ſeeming ſhews of Fer- 


vour, by geſtures and tones, that move and ſtir the natural and animal 
Paſſions and Afﬀections. t 
But I remember I have heard two or three things objeted by fome 
againſt the matter of Common Prayer. 1. Where the People ſay; There 
s ro Health in us, But that 15 no more offenſive, then what the —_— 
—_- alth, 
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faith, That it ss not i Man'to dirett his Steps, 1; e. It is not in Man as of 
himſelf,. but of the Lord, ſo there is no healthin ws, nor in any Man, but 
what is of God and Chriſt : It is not in us originally, but by derivati- 
on and participation from God and Chriſt, in whom all tullneſs dwells, 
and of whoſe fullneſs we all receive, and Grace for Grace. 2. That 
they ſtill are praying from Seven to Seventy, Lord be merciful to z25 miſerable 
Offenders ;, but this I think is only made by the Quakers, all others con- 
feſs that they are Sinners, and' conſequently,” as in themſelves,. miſera- 
ble, and continually needing God's mercy ; for as St. James ſaid, in ma- 
ny things we offend all ;, and as St. John ſaith, if we ſay we have no Sin, we dc- 
ceive our ſelves ;, but if we confeſs our Sins, &c. The Church of God in 
all Ages have confeſſed their Sins ; and the holteſt Men have done fo, as 
Daniel, Eſaras, -&c. The great remiſſion of Sins in the moſt folema 
and publick manner, is reſerved to the day of Judgment, that great 
day of Aſſiſe ; what remiſſion the beſt now have, is but like the Crimi- 
nal's Pardon from the King, that he has by himſelf in ſecret ; that is not 
fo Authentick till it be proclaimed in open Court at the Aſiſe, 3. Some 
objec againſt that expreſſion in the Commer Prayer, We are tied and bound 
with the chain of our Sins. But I think none of the Diſſenters ( the Quakers 
excepted) can well ſo obje&t ; many of whom commonly in their Pray- 
ers ſay, They muſt carry about with them a Body of Sin and Death to the Grave 
which I think 1s more then what is here objected againſt. I think it 
were more ſafe and warrantable according to Scripture to ſay, that 
ſome remainders of Sin remain in the Faithful, eſpecially with reſpect - 
to the Original Defilement by Adar7s Fall, as alſo with'reſpe& to ſome 
remaining part of thoſe Habits of Sin we had contracted by our actual-: 

Tranſgreſſions, than that the Body of Sin remains in them, if they un- - 
derſtand it, of the whole Body or Complex of vitious Habits contra- 
ed by actual Sins, which the Saints are faid to have put off by Rege- - 
neration, as, when the Body or Bulk of a great Treeis cut down, with 
its Boughs, Branches, T wigs and Bearers, yet the Stump and Root, or 
ſome part of it remains in the Ground, which if due care be not taken-. 
continually to-mortify, ſuppreſs, and ſubdue, would ſpring up again, 
to which that in Hebr. 12. 15. ſeems plainly to refer, and with reſpe&t 
to ſuch a remaining Part, root or ſeed of Sin, ia the Faithful, it is ſaid 
by St. Fob, 1 John 1.8. If we ſaythat wehave no ſin, we deceive our ſelves, 
and the truth is not in us, This remainder of Sin God hath ſeen mect to-. 
ſuffer, to remain in the Faichful (though he pardoneth the Guilt of it, . 
and hath promiſed to give them ſufficiency of his Grace, whereby ſtill 
they may be able to mortify and ſubdue it) for the tryal of their Faith, 


and the Exerciſe of both their Faith, and all other their Graces and Vir-- 
| tues,- 


[24 ] 


tues, in the way of Spiritual Confli&t and Warfare, againſt three grand 
Enemies, the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; that ſo through the 
ViRtory that the Faithful obtain by the Viftorious Power of GoUs Grace, 
their Reward may be the greater, ( which yet is ſtill the Free Gift of 
God) according to 2 Tim. 2. 5. And if a Man alſo ſtrive for Maſfteries, 
yet ts he not crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully. Not that Sin either 'in leſs 
or more, is any proper Cauſe of the increaſe of our Virtues, yet as in 
natural Effe&ts one natural Agent commonly works the more powerfully 
in the preſence of a contrary Agent, if that contrary Agent be not too 
powerful, its Agency ſerving but to excite the other the more effeQually 
againſt it ; as Heat 4s increaſed by Cold, and alittle Water caſt into Fire 
increaſeth the Flame. Now that this remaining part, root, or ſeed-of 
Sin, with what other is contracted by the daily indeliberate, and for the 


moſt part, involuntary infirmities that the Faithful are obnoxious to, - 


may be {aid to be a Chain, whereby they are tied and bound, in part, 
though as to the main, they are looſed, and ſet 'free from the 
reign and prevalency of Sin, by the virtue and prevalency 'of God's 
Grace ; as when a Man that has been bound Hands and Feet, and in his 
whole Body, by ſtrong Fetters of Iron, is looſed from the greateſt and 
heavieſt of them in his whole Body and Members, yet ſome leſs Chain 
or Chains remain, that though they neither do nor can hinder his a&ting 
and walking, yet do in part incommode and retard him. This is fitly 
repreſented by what is reported of that holy Man A»ſeln's obſeryati- 
on of a Shepherd Boy that had tied a ſmall Stone with a ſmall Thred, 
to the Foot of a ſmall Bird, and then let it out of his hand looſe (to fly. 
The ſmall Bird did fly but a little at a time, being incommoded and re- 
tarded with the weight of the Stone, though but little, flying a little, 
and reſting a little ; now mounting upwards as if it would fly ſtraight- 
way to Heaven ; but then ſoon after deſcending to th Earth ; which 
that holy Man beholding, made the Embleme of the State of his Soul, 
and fell into Weeping, ſaying to this effe&t, What the little Store is to 
this little Bird, that my Sin that hangs about me is to me. 

To the Third, The Adminiſtration of the Sacraments; wherein do 
they ſuppoſe, that the Diſſenters have any advantage above the Church 
of England? they will ſay, that they add nothing to Chriſt's Inſtitutzon 
in Baptiſm, whereas the Church of England adds the Sign. of the Croſs, 


| and at the receiving the Lord's Supper they receive it kneeling ; to 


this Ianſwer, the Church of Englazd makes not the Sign of the Croſs, 
any part of Baptiſm, for ſhe doth not order it to be uſed at private 
Baptiſm to any that 1s in danger of Death, nor does ſhe make it any 


Means of Grace, but a convenient Symbole to put us inmind, and alſo to - 


tienify, that we own Chriſt that was crucified on the Tree of the Croſs, 
and 
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z9d dye not ahark th-66nkes Him, the Captain of our Salvation, atid 
wanfully to ft vider ' his Banner, againft Sin, the World, and the 
Devit, &c. which has but the like Service that a Croſs drawn with Ink 


on Paper, has to ſignify the Crofs of Wood, that he was crucified up- 
on, and is but a ſort of Hieroglyphick, neither commanded nor forbid- 
denn Scripture, but ſimply indifferent ; and that our Superiors both 
Feelefiaftick and Civil, have Authority to command vs in the uſe of 
indifferent Things, I am well ſatisfied, and I fee not but ſo ought the 
Difſeaters to acknowledge, who grant that our Snperiors both Eccleſi- 
aſtical and Civil may enjoin the keeping of uw Day for publick Ca- 
lamities, of a Feſtival Day of Thankfgiving for publick Mercies. Bax- ' 
ter makes no more hurtin vſidg the gn of the Croſs in Baptiſm, than if 
we ſhould tie a piece of Thred to our Finger to keep ns in mind of 
what we deſire to remember. - | 

[That the Lord's Supper is recetved kneeling, has no more Ceremoe 
ny nor hurt in it, than that we pray kneeling, for both the Miniſter 
that gives, and the People that receives the Elements of Bread and 
Wine, do it with Prayer. | 

For all the great Clamour againſt the Ceremonies of the Church of 
Enoland, I ſcarcely find any more but one, that may be ſo called, ts 
wit, that abovementioned, the ſign of the Croſs at Baptiſm, whict'is a 
very harmleſs, and a very ancient Praiſe in the Church-of Chriſt, and 
had a warrantable Original, that becauſe the Heathens upbraided the 
Chriſtians with the Croſs, to ſhow, they were not aſhamed of it, after. 
receiving Baptiſm, they received the ſign of the Croſs on their Fore- 
heads, nor is that occaſion wanting in our Day, where ſo many Thou- 
ſands here in this Nation, on the pretence of high Divine Inſpirations, 
have caſt away the Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, as he was outwardly 
Crucified, together with the Memorials of him, Baptiſm, and the Supper. 

And as concerning Infant ' Baptiſm time will not permit at preſent, 
that I ſhould inſiſt on it ;, but this I ſay, I am fully ſatisfied with the 
Baptiſm I had in Infancy, and I do believe thatit asduly belongeth to 
the Infant Children of Believers under the New Teſtament, being a 
ſeal to them of God's Covenant of Grace for remiſſion of Sin, as Cir- 
cumciſion did belong to ſuch under the Old Teſtament, for God is nv 
leſs merciful to Behevers and their Children now, than he was then. 

I cannot but think ſtrange, that there ſhould be ſuch a Clamour a- 
gainſt the Ceremonies in the Church of Encland, having upon enquiry 
tound them ſo few. I lately met with a Book of one of the Church of 
England, wherein I found him having the. ſame Thought with mine, 
that there is but one Ceremony in the Church of Ezeland, viz. the ligh 
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of the Croſs, -and ſtrictly (| King, I ſee-no. need why- it ſhould. be cal- 
led a Ceremony, this hard Word offeads: many ignorant: People, why 
may not our SuperiorsEccleſtaſticÞand Civil enjoin ſome Things: that 
are meerly Circuniſtantial, and in themſelves indifferent, as to the Ha- 
bit of Miaiiter's Cloathing, and the Uſe of a Surplice in Divine Service, 
of the Decency and Conveniency of which they are more proper-Judges 
than private Perſons, as well as they are generally allowed: to deter- 
mine other Circumſtances of Time and Place, and various AQtions, re- 
lating to both Religious and Civil Matters. To bury in Wollen, and 
to lay the dead in a Coffin, to lay a Cloth, or Cyſhen on the Pulpit, to 
ring a Bell before Sermon, to have a Clock or Hour-glaſs before the 
Miniſter's Face when he Preacheth, which the. Quakers cry out again{t 
as much as cthers do againſt the Surplice, and ſign of the Croſs, to have 
a clean Linnen Cloth on the Communion Table, and Silver Platter and 
Cup, for the diſtributing the Elements of Bread and Wine at the Lord's 
Supper, all theſe and divers other Things the Diſſenters commonly al- 
low, as well as the Church of England, ſome of them, by command of 
Superiors, others of them by Cuſtom, - why do they not call them Cere- 
monies, and fright the People with that hard:Ward ? 

Laſtly, as to the Government of the Church, the.Diſſenters are ſo 
far from having the Advantage of the Church of England, that ſhe hath. 
the Advantage over them, in that as well as in the other Things above- 
mentioned. 


That in all Societies both Civil and. Eccleſiaſtical, there ſhould be an, 


Order and Superiority of Officers, Rulers and Governours, Nature it 
ſelf teacheth it. How can a City or Nation. be ruled and kept in Or- 


der, if all the Rulers be equal ? How. can.an Army be governed, or- 


diſciplined, or led forth to Battel without divers Degrees, Superior 


and Inferior of MYjtary Officers, if all the Captains.of each ſingle Com-. 


pany, conſiſting ſippoſe. of one hundred Men each ſingle Company, 
and the whole Army conſiſting ,of many. Thouſands; if theſe ſingle 
Captains had no ſuperior Officers over them, but every.one left to his 


own Diſcretion, to lead on his Company to Battle againſt the common. 
Enemy, who has all in good Order, and a due and regular DiſtinCtion. 
of ſuperior and inferiour Officers, how can it be ſuppoſed, but that the . 


Army that has this good Order and Diſtin&tian of various Officers, ſu- 
perior and inferior, ſhould prevail againſt the other that hath no ſach 


Order and Diſtintion,we may ſee a wonderful order of Superiority and 


Inferiority in all Things in the whole viſible Creation, in the Heavens 
and Elements; and that there is the like Superiority, in the inviſible 


Creation, 'of Angels and Spirits, the Scripture doth plainly inform us, 


as. 
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as Angels; Archangels, Thrones, Dominions, Principalities and Powers, 
Cherubim and Seraphim ; Ferhro Moſers Father-in-Law, adviſed him 
to ſet Captains over Tens, over Fifties, over Hundreds, and over Thou- 
ſands of the People of 1f-ael, for the better and eaſier Government of 
them, both in War and Peace; and Moſes hearkned to his Advice, Exo/. 
18,24. And we find in Scripture, that the Church is compared to an 
Army, and the Members thereof to Soldiers; the chief General and 
Captain whereof is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath appointed divers Of- 
ficers in his Church under the New Teſtament, diſtin not. only ia de- 
gree,but in kind,as Biſhops, Presbyters/otherwiſe called Prieſts)and Dea- 
cons anſwerable to the three Officers that were in the Church of the Jews 
vader the Old Teſtament,to wit, the high Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites ; and 
becauſe they were but one Nation, all living within a ſmall Compaſs of 
Ground, one High Prieft did ſuffice, according to God's Appointment, 

This threefold diſtin&ion of Church Government by Biſhops, Presby- 
ters and Deacons, upon a further ſearch inta the New Teſtament, I find 
ſo very clear as doth fully ſatisfie me, notwithſtanding that by preju- 
dice of Education. I was formerly Principled againſt it ; and alſo by 
ſearching into Church-Hiſtory, and the Writings @f the Ancients, near- 
eſt to the Apoſtles Times, and the ſucceeding Apes, in the pureſt and 
beſt State of the Churches, as well as when there was a great declining 
from that purity, yet as many other things both of ſound Doftrine, and 
good pradice ſtill remained ; ſo this diſtin&tion of Church Rulers did 
all along remain, generally in all Places, as well as in all Ages, where 
God had any Viſible Church, or where there was any Society of People, 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, until the beginning of the Reformati- 
on, where in divers Countries abroad, there was no Proteſtant Kings, 
the Proteſtants ſet up Churches without Biſhops ( not rejecting the Of- 
fice, nor condemning it as unlawful or Antichriſtian, as ſome in late 
Times have done) but excuſing the want of it by that general maxim, 
Neceſſity has no Law. 1 need not inſiſt to prove the diſtinQtion of Presby- 
ters and Deacons out of the New Teſtament, it being (in ſome ſort) ge- 
nerally acknowledged by the Diſſenters. But the Superiority of Biſhops 
over Presbyters, is that which is condemned by ſome as Antichriſtian, 
and by ſome others judged at beſt naneceſſary, and no part of Chriſtian 
Diſcipline, belonging to Chriſtianity either eſſential or integral. But if 
you will lay aſide all prejudice of Education, and uncharitableneſs, you 
will clearly and evidently ſee it in the Holy Scriptures. That the Apo- 
ſtles had a Superiority over not only the LXX, but all other Miniſters 
and Paſtors, or Teachers, is very clear from 1 Cor. 12. 28. compared 


with Eph. 4.11. 
D 2 That 


- 


-. That Biſhops were to ſucceed the Apoſtles, and have the like Office 
both with them, as Churches came to-be planted in divers parts of the 
World before their Deceaſe, and alſo after their Deceaſe; not with re- 
ſped to the extraordinary gifts of Prophecy and Miracles, but with re- 
ſpect to the Government of the Church by a regular Succeſſion, is evi- 
dent from Afar. 28. 19, 20. compared with the above-cited Eph. 4. 11. 
ctherwile all ſtanding or ſetled Miniſtry, as an Ordinance of Chrift, may 
be rejeQed, as Enthuſiaſts generally do, yea what can theſe Governments 
be, mentioned 1 Cor. 12. 28. but as really the Superiority of Biſhops over 
Presbyters, as of Presbyters over the Deacons, and the People, other- 
wiſe why Governments in the Plaral Number? Alſo what are theſe 
Dignities mentianed Jud. 8. that ſome deſpiſed in the Apoſtles days ? 
and 2 Per. 2.10,11. And how ſhould any doubt of the Office of Epiſco- 
pacy, being an Ordinance of Chrift in the Church, when the qualifica- 
tions requilite to ſuch an Officer are ſo expreſly ſet down, 1 Tim. 3. from 
2.1. tov. 8, But whereas it is objected, that ſeeing there is only menti- 
oned in that Chapter a twofold Order, 1. Of Biſhops, 2. Of Deacons, it 
would ſeem, that Presbyters are there underſtood by Biſhops,. otherwiſe 
Presbyters ſhould be wholly excluded from Church Government. 

I anſwer, that will not follow, 1. Becauſe Presbyters, though not ex- 
Ppreſled, yet may be underſtood, and implied, under either the_one or 
the other expreſly mentioned ; the name Deacon being ſometimes a ge- 
reral Name 1n Scripture, fignifying the moſt ſuperiour, as well as inferi- 
our Officers in the Church, 1 Cor. 3. 5. St. Paul called hitmſelf and Apollo 
by the Name of Deacons, as It is in the Greek ; and 2 Cor, 3.6. he calls 
all Miniſters and Teachers at large by that Name. But 2. in the order of 
things there were but theſe two Officers at firſt (excepting the Apoſtles) 
Biſhops, and Deacons, The Churches in many places at firft being ſmall, 
tae B:ſbop could both ſuſſficiently teach, and rule his Flock, and fo did, 
without Presbyters, only by the aſliſtance of Deacons ; but the number 
of the Flock increaſing, he did chuſe, and raiſe up thoſe that had well 
ſed the Office of a Deacon, to the higher degree of Presbyters, which 
is called by St. Paxl, 1 T:m. 3.13. a good degree, which'they purchaſed 
to themſelves, even as thoſe that well uſed the Office of a Presbyter were 
afterwards raiſed up to the Office of a Biſhop, as was accordingly pra- 
Ctiſed in the Church, ſo that in priority of Nature, and alſo of Time, 
the Deacon is before the Presbyter, though in priority of Dignity, the 
Presbyter is before the Deacon. Hence according to the Order eſta- 
bliſhed in the Church, none is to be ordained a Presbyter, until he firft 
be ordained a Deacon ; nor can he at one and the ſame time, be Ordain- 
ed to be both. 
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* The Diftih%ion and Snperiority of Bifle _ bytets or 
is very clear to me, as well 2s'to many, out'of'St. Pan's Epiſtles to! 
thy and Tits, 1,Tim.1,3. I, St. Parl writes to/Timothy, to Comman 


ve in Charge to ſome that were Teachers at 'Epheſas, to teach no other ; 
PoRrine than the pure Dodrine of the Gofpel, ſuch as he had heard of 
him. And had not Timothyhad a Superiority of Office above other Teach- 
ers, which were then at. Epheſus, why did he dire& both his Epiffles to 
him only, laying down excelent rules, and method of Government for 
him'to follow, in the exerciſe of his Epiſcopal Funftion, 1 Tim. 3.15. 
with reſpect to ſeveral States.of Perſons both Male and Female? | 

HN. Why did St. Paul give the Charge to Timothy ty cornt the Elders 
that ruled well, ( which were no donbt under him)” worthy "of doubt 
Honottr, ſpecialty them who labonred in Word and Dodrine, bit 'th 
he was able to conter that double Honour upojt' them 5 a part of which 
was an Honourable Maintenance, according to what follows, ver, 19. 
for the Scripture ſaith, Tho ſhalt not muzzle the Ox that treqdeth ont the 
Corn ;, and the Labourer 1s worthy of his reward.” By this it is plain, that it - 
belonged to Timothy, being the Biſhop of Epheſas, Cas he 8 expreſly'call- 
ed the Firſt Biſhop of Epheſas, at the end of the ſecond Epiſtle to him) to 
whom the Church Treafure, ( made up of the Gifts of the People) was 
entrufted, to provide for the Presbyters under him, a neceſſary Main- 
tenance, which manner of practice continned in the Chnrch, the Biſhops 
having the difpoſe of the Churches Treafure, within their feyeral Pre- 
cinas, during all that time the Church had no Chriſtian Magiftrate to - 
Countenance her, and long after. ns. a INS OD HE. 

HI. He writes to him as an Eccleſiaſtick Ruler and Judge, that had 
power to hear and examine Accufations brought agamſt Presbyters, anil 
accordingly to judge, after due Evidence of two or three Witneffes ; 
which plainly ſhews his Power of JurifdiQion over Presbyters, 1 Tim. © 


LS | « k 
: Iv. "He gives him a moft ſolemn Charge before God, the Lord. fellls 
Chriſt, and the Ele& Angels, that in theexercife of the Power of Judi- 
catory, he a& impartiafly, withont Favour, or biafs of Aﬀe&tion, not 
pref we one DET Leer iP ng | of Ordins Sas Py 

* V. He writes to him, as one having Power of Ordination, 'to Or 
Etders' by laying ou of Hands; and antiojs hirn;to lay hands futdenly . 
on.no Man, ver. 22., , | | | 4 | 
VI. He writes to him in his ſecond Epiftle, to ſtir up the gift of God 
that was in him by the putting on of his Hands, together with the Hands 
of the Presbytery or Elderfhip, viz. ſome other Apoſtles that might 
jointly with St. Panl, lay Hands on him, 1 Tim, 4. 14. for that = Preſ- 
| ytery 


$- » 


here mentioned. was a:Colledge only of -Presbyters, is a bare 
agment, 12. INS ined-.hint the firſt Biſhop of Epheſus, as 
iPpours from the end of the ſecond Epiſtle, 2 Tim. 1.6: . 

VII. He willeth him, that he commit to faithful Men who ſhall be able 
to: teach others alſo, thoſe Things that he had heard of him, among 
many. Witneſſes, which behoved to be ſome peculiar Things. relatin 

In great part: to Rules of Diſcipline and Church Government, which 
were not fit. either for Heathens to hear, 'or Novices ia the Faith, who 
' Fet might hear the common Docrines of the Chriſtian Faith, preached 
in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. i 
VIII. Writing to Tit#s, he preſuppoſeth him Biſhop of the Creriars, 
as appears from the-end of the Epiſtle to him, and:tells him why he left 
him 1a Crete, That he ſbould- ſet in order the things that are wanting, and or- 
dain Elders in every City as he had appointed him. 1,know no reaſon why 
theſe ſhould be thon t Lay-Eladers, i.e. ſuch as were not to Preach, I 
find none ſuch, either here or any where elſe in the New Teſtament. 
How. could T:rw exerciſe this Authority in ſuch a ſpacions Iſland, where 
many Cities were, and Chriſtian Congregations ſet up, if he had been 
ca.» ſingle Presbyter? And if the other Presbyters had equal Power 
with bim, why did not he write to him and them jointly ? Whether, in 
the Ordination of Presbyters, others jointly did not lay on Hands with 
. the Biſhop, is not the preſent queſtion; but whether it is to be found in 
.Scripture or Church Hiſtory, that any Number or Colledge of Presby- 
ters, Ordained any without a Biſhop preſiding over them ? 

IX. He telleth him, that the Months of ſuch Teachers as were unruly 
and yain Tatkers; and Deceivers, and who taught things which they 
ought not, for filthy Jucre ſake, muſt be ſtopped; which plainly ſhews 
-kis Authority to depoſe and ſilence falſe Teachers, as well as to Ordain 
' Sound and Worthy. | | 
*  R. Hetelleth him of his Anthority to judge, who is a Heretick, and 
.how after the: firſt and ſecond Admonition, (if he amend not ) he ought 
to rejet him. * | 

By theſe Inſtances plainly collefted out of the Epiſtles to Timothy and 
"Titus, it maylI think appear, to all impartial perſons that well and duly 
.conſider them, that both T:morby and Tirxs were Biſhops, and had a Su- 
.periority of Power-and Juriſdiction over the Presbyters in the Churches 

of Epheſus and Crete, 'as well as of Ordination. 

I know W. Prynne hath printed a Book, which he called the VUnb:ſhop- 
#ng of Timothy and Titus, which I have read; but I find not that he hath 
either ſufficiently anſwered the Arguments brought from Scripture, to 
Prove that they were Biſhops, or given any ſufficient Arguments to the 
con- 
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- ery od wheres iO. 
=Thusfar-T think I've inade ie appenrythſt in | ih Particulars 
aboremeitioned the Difſenters fave" any* Dine aboye the | 
of 'Engiand ; but that what advantage there 15'to 
cripture, 'oOr Church Hiſtory, Ix GuqoiY, Heth: oN her 


